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CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today's date is 
January 9, 2002. The time is 2050 hours. 
This is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of 
the Safety Battalion of the New York City 
Fire Department. I'm conducting an 
interview with the following individual. 

Please state your name. 

FIREFIGHTER ROGERS: Firefighter Steve 
Rogers, Ladder 1. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Of the Fire 
Department of the City of New York. We're 
doing this interview at the location of 
Ladder 1's quarters regarding the events of 
September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Steve, if you would just tell us what 
happened that day. 

A. On September 11th I was on Staten 
Island. I heard it on my car radio that the 
World Trade Center was hit by a plane. 
Immediately began making my way into the city. I 
got there rather quickly. On the way here I 
heard the second plane had hit. Right before I 
got in my truck, they said that the top of tower 


two had collapsed. 
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I entered the firehouse here, Ladder 1, 
and began to put on my gear, get on my gear that 
I would need. I met two other firefighters, Kirk 
Pritchard and John McConnachie from this house, 
Ladder 1. We all suited up. 

Before we left, the lieutenant that was 
here wanted to set up a triage center at the 
firehouse for the injured civilians that were in 
the street, so we pulled up all the equipment 
from the basement, all the C.F.R.D. equipment, 
stokes baskets, all the stuff he thought we would 
need. 

There was a couple doctors available 
from across the street that came in. At that 
point we left them here to run a triage center, 
the lieutenant and the doctors. We jumped in my 
truck, the three of us. Actually there was a 
film maker there, a French film maker that was 
filming that day. 

We proceeded to go down Church Street 
the wrong way with my truck. At this point I 
believe there was a lot of debris on the street a 
lot of dust and papers from the collapses of Two. 


As we made the turn, we passed the mayor and the 
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police commissioner. We told them a triage 
center was at the firehouse. If they needed to 
go to the triage center. They said thank you, 
and we continued down the street further. 

I parked my truck approximately on the 
corner of Warren and Church and got out and 
suited up and continued walking down Church 
Street towards Vesey, where we had seen multiple 
Civilians injured and hurt but ambulatory. They 
were walking. We directed them to ambulances 
that were parked on Church Street, and we 
continued down. 

We made a right on Vesey going towards 
West Street. At that point I saw a guy from 4 
Engine, Bob Humphreys, and I asked him what kind 
of equipment he had in his rig, masks and stuff. 
He said his was already stripped. 

So we continued to work our way down 
Vesey. Each rig we came across we stopped and 
checked for masks and tools that we needed. We 
continued down towards West Street. When we got 
to the corner of West and Vesey, tower one began 
to collapse. We ran wherever we could. I ran 


north by the corner of Vesey, and I was already 
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getting hit with stuff. 

The other fellow, other firefighter, 
John McConnachie, went the same direction I went; 
the other firefighters didn't. They stayed close 
to the building, which was World Trade Center 
Six. We were basically getting hit with all 
kinds of stuff. (Inaudible), black, dark. 

Then we just tried to get our bearings. 
It was a good -- it felt like an hour but 
probably 10 minutes, 15 minutes of darkness. We 
heard people yelling for help. It took us a 
while before we could get our bearings and find 
each other after it cleared up to where we could 
work our way back to (inaudible). 

I found one guy, John McConnachie. The 
other firefighter, Pritchard, they were putting 
in an ambulance. He was hit in the back with 
something. He might have a fractured back. 

At that point it was very quiet. There 
was only like two or three of us there. There 
was no one around, no injured people. The rigs 
were on fire. There were people coming up one at 
a time (inaudible) it was going to come. A 


fireman here, a fireman there, a police officer. 
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I understand they were working on the 
mezzanine of six. There was a five-story, 
four-story mezzanine level, and “ INAUDIBLE. I 
believe a fireman from Ladder 1, John, we found. 
We got 12 Truck -- we moved 12 Truck into 
position to set up the tower to bring people 
down. 

We had help from Engine 1. That was 
the engine that had the stokes that we brought 
down with the tower ladder. We operated back and 
forth with the tower ladder for a half hour or 
so. 

At that point there were a lot of 
firemen that started to come, older firemen, and 
from the recall. I got relieved by another 
chauffeur. I forget what company; maybe from 12 
Truck. We came back and we were going to try to 
put some fires out because there were fires 
burning. Rigs were burning, underneath the rigs. 
We checked for engines that were operational, 
hydrants. We did that for about another hour or 
two. 

Then I was feeling shitty, so I came 


back to the firehouse. I went to St. Vincent's 
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probably around 3:00. I had a cut on my hand and 
trouble breathing. 

Q. You Know what I wanted to ask you, did 
you see anything, Stevie? Like when you got 
there, did you look at the buildings at all? Was 
there cracking? Was there an indication that it 
was going to come down before it came down? 

A. I honestly -- I don't remember. I 
really didn't see it. Number two was totally 
collapsed. When I looked up, all I saw was a lot 
of smoke from the fires and stuff. So you really 
couldn't see the top of the buildings very well. 
(Inaudible) from the jumpers. I really couldn't 
see structurally how it collapsed. There was 
just too much fire and smoke. 

Q. How did you know it was collapsing? 

Did you hear the noise? 

A. The noise immediately -- as soon as I 
heard it, we knew it was coming down. It wasn't 
like, oh, what the hell is that? It was like a 
noise you never hear in your whole life. It came 
down. I only ran like five feet when I got hit 
with stuff. I had to cover up. It wasn't like 


you could run three blocks before you were hit 
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with stuff. It was a matter of feet. There was 
debris everywhere. 

Basically we could have definitely 
gotten killed because it was all around us. 

Q. You know what I think that I found is 
that guys that were like on the corner of the 
building got less stuff on them than guys were 
like -- 

A. Directly in front. 

Q. Yeah, directly in front and on the 
sides. It seemed like the corner kind of -- 

A. Kept it -- 

Q. It went four ways but it didn't come 
towards the corner, which is something you always 
expect from a collapse. But that really seems to 
have been -- the command post was right across 
West Street, and that got buried. 

A. Right. It was directly across. 

Q. So you figured that side went that way; 
this one went this way. But if you were in this 
area here, a lot of guys seemed to have made it 
out. 

A. Well, you saw the chit; right? The 


chief that gave the original alarm, the third 
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alarm, was inside. The third alarm said report 
to West and Vesey to the staging area. If they 


had made that the command post, that would have 


been -- everybody at the command post would have 
been gone. 

Q. Right. 

A. That's where I was. 


Q. Probably what they did, I think, was 
they may have moved it down when the second tower 
was hit. Maybe they started out there. Then 
when the second tower was hit, they may have 
moved here. 

A. They had the one inside the building 
and the one -- 

Q. They needed one outside. 

A. When it collapsed, they moved it to the 
opposite building, and then they got hit with the 
second collapse. They survived one collapse, 
and then they got it. 

You're lucky. I'm been on the job 16 
years. Every time you've got a tower job, and 
the chiefs are looking. They say move it out of 
the way. They set their command post up at 


around 10 o'clock. 
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Q. The area of the collapse zone would 
have been to Canal Street. Right. If it would 
have come down the way we expected it to come 
down, God knows how many people would have been 
killed. 

A. We were in the collapse zone. 

Q. We're probably lucky that it came down 
the way it came down. 


A. Oh, yeah, definitely. 


